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NEWSLETTER #8                 March 22nd, 2019 
 

Dear Parents   
 
As we head into Spring Break, it seems that spring is finally in the air!  The temperatures have warmed, 
snow is slowly turning to slush, and people are able to enjoy the outdoors without worrying about 
immediate frostbite! 
 
Last week’s Parent Teacher conferences had an excellent turnout once again.  We would like to thank all 
parents who made the time to come and meet with their child’s teachers, and hope that your discussions 
were productive.  Please continue to keep in touch with your child’s teacher throughout the final term.  
Regular communication between home and school helps to keep everyone on the same page as we all 
continue to support your child’s learning! 
 
As children grow and develop, we want to ensure that they understand the connection between working 
at something, and seeing the results of that work.  This is something that we all understand as adults, but 
sometimes still shelter our children from.  Whether it is in school, at home, or during extra-curricular 
activities, we want to talk with our children about how they think the activity or event went, and guide 
them towards the understanding that the more work we put into preparing for something, the better 
our chance at a positive result will be.  Report cards provide a perfect opportunity for this kind of 
conversation.  When looking at the report card together, you will be able to talk about what they did to 
earn the grades they got, as well as what they might want to do in the final term to maintain/improve 
how they have done.  This kind of conversation will help to instill in them the realization that they are 
an integral part of the learning process, and what they do can make a difference.  Obviously the 
questions will not be exactly the same for kindergarten aged children as they will be for middle years 
aged students, but the idea is the same.  Helping kids connect that the work they put into something will 
influence how well they do is a valuable skill – one that they will use for the rest of their life! 
 
Work continues to progress on Neepawa Middle School, with our most recent reports indicating that 
the school will be ready for students in September!  We are very pleased to report that Val Parayeski has 
been hired as the principal of Neepawa Middle School, and know that her experience working with 
middle years students will be a valuable asset in getting the new school off to a great start!  We are also 
very excited to see the second floor being put in place, and hope that the weather will cooperate in the 
coming months so that their timelines can be maintained! 
 
As we prepare for the last major holiday of the school year, we would like to thank Mrs. Tawny 
Kerkowich for so capably filling in for Mrs. Boyle over the past seven months of maternity leave.  We are 
excited to have Mrs. Boyle start back after Spring Break, and want to wish Mrs. Kerkowich all the best as 
she prepares to welcome a new baby in the coming months!  Thank you, Mrs. Kerkowich!! 



 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Monday, April 1st  School starts after Spring Break (Day 1) 
Friday, April 19th  NO SCHOOL – Good Friday 
Wednesday, April 24th  Secretary’s Day 
Friday, April 26th  Spring Fling at the Yellowhead Hall 7:00 – 8:30 pm 
Monday, April 29th  Jump Team performance 
Thursday, May 2nd  Incoming Kindergarten Parent Meeting 7:00 pm  
May 7th and 8th  Preschool screening dates – Neepawa Legion Hall for kids born in 2015 
May 15th and 16th  Grade 5 Operetta at Roxy Theatre 
Monday, May 20th  NO SCHOOL – Victoria Day 
Tuesday, May 21st  Parent Council Meeting at 7:00 pm in HMK Staff Room 
Friday, May 31st  Neepawa Grade 5/6 Track Meet (rain date June 3rd) 
June 3rd – 5th  Pre-kindergarten appointments for incoming K’s (DIAL) 
June 6th & 7th   Grade 5 Camp Trip 
Friday, June 14th Divisional Track meet (rain date June 17th) 
Wednesday, June 19th  HMK K-3 Tabloid at Riverbend (rain date June 20th) 
Wednesday, June 26th    NO CLASSES - Administration / Professional Development 
Thursday, June 27th   NO CLASSES – Administration 
Friday, June 28th   Last day – early dismissal 

 
 

Noon Skating 
Our noon skating program has come to an 
end for another year.  There was a fantastic 
turnout again this year for skating!  We 
would like to thank all of the teachers who 
came to help out with noon skating 
throughout the year, as well as all of the 
parents who helped out.  The kids showed so 
much improvement in their skating 
throughout the year – we look forward to 
seeing everyone out on the ice again next year! 
 
Skates and Helmet Reminder 
If your son or daughter borrowed skates or a helmet 
from the school this winter,  please return them to the 
school office.  Kids will be able to come back in the fall 
to borrow skates and/or a helmet again, as they will 
likely need bigger sizes.  Thanks to everyone who 
donated skates and helmets this year! 
 
  



 

 

Torn Through Time (MTYP) 
We were very pleased to host Manitoba Theatre for Young 
People’s production of “Torn Through Time” on March 7th 
for our grade 2 through 5 students:   

Jess is in the middle of an assignment and it’s not 
going well. Frustrated, she rips the pages out of a 
book which summons three important people who 
one day become historical trailblazers: Thanadelthur 
(a peacemaker from the 1700s), Helen Harrison (one 
of the first Canadian female pilots from the 1920s) 
and Rose Fortune (the first North American female 
police officer from the 1780s). Jess has to figure out a 
way out of this time-bending predicament, and in 
doing so, discovers something about the nature of 
heroism. 

We would like to thank Beautiful Plains School Division for 
sponsoring this play.  We are glad to be able to bring high caliber shows such as this 
into the school! 
 
Munschtopia 
On March 19th we were happy to host Prairie Theatre 
Exchange and their performance called “Munschtopia!” 
for our kindergarten to grade 3 students:   

Tyler and Liz are two people with very little in 
common besides waiting at the same bus stop. 
Suddenly, a mysterious trickster named Jeannie 
pops out of a bin. Somehow, through magical 
forces beyond their control, the two strangers 
begin to tell stories along with the trickster 
while they wait for their bus. Their stories 
include the Robert Munsch favorites “Pyjama 
Day”, “Jonathan Cleaned up – Then He Heard a 
Sound”,  “Murmel, Murmel, Murmel”,  “Put Me 
in a Book!”, and “Wait and See”.   

Beautiful Plains School Division also sponsored this show, and we are thankful for their 
ongoing support! 

 
Ag in the Classroom 
Agriculture in the Classroom–Manitoba came to our 
school to teach the students more about agriculture and 
the role it plays in our country.  We completed a hands-  
on activity that explained how food gets into our 
lunchbox. Thank you Nikki Bender, Jodi Jury, and 
Stephanie Richards for coming out and teaching us about 
food and farming. 



 

 

Grade 5 Science Fair 
Our grade 5 students 
were busy as they 
prepared projects for the 
grade 5 science fair 

that was held on March 12th.  
There were over 50 projects 
on display at the Fair which 
covered many different types 
of science.  In strolling 
around the Fair looking at 
the projects, the work that went into them was obvious!  We would like to thank the 
grade 5 teachers for organizing and running another successful Science Fair.  We 
would also like to thank our grade 8 judges who gave up a day of school to come over 
and judge every project!  

 

 
Playground Notice: 
As the weather continues to warm up, we see the snow slowly disappearing.  As the 
snow disappears, we know that the playground typically has a period of time during 
which it is extremely wet. During these times, we ask the Town to provide barricades 
for us to use during recesses, so the kids can use 2nd Ave to play.  This not only helps 
to keep kids dry during the day, but also allows our grass a chance to dry without 
being churned to mud!  Please be aware that this is likely to happen at some point 
after Spring Break, so during recess times 2nd Ave may be blocked off. 
  



 

 

Neepawa and District’s 52nd Fine Arts Festival 

Neepawa and District’s Fine Arts Festival - 2019 

  

April 8, 9, & 10, 2019 at KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

The HMK Choir and several classes from HMK will be performing in the Choral 

and Speech Arts classes at the festival this year. 

Parents are more than welcome to come and watch students perform! 

  

Admission at the door is $2.00 for day sessions and silver collection for evening 

sessions. 

  

Monday, April 8th  

9:15am HMK Choir – Choral Workshop (45min.) 

1:30pm Grade 1 Classroom Choirs 

1. Ms. Taylor & Ms. Evecsyn’s classes 

 2. Mrs. MacPhee & Mrs. Doerkson’s classes 

2:00pm Grade 2 Classroom Choirs 

1. Mrs. Murray & Mrs. Funk’s classes 

 2. Ms. Keller & Mrs. Vinnell’s classes 

7:00pm HMK Choir performing at the “Singing Celebration” concert 

  

 

Tuesday, April 9th 

9:15am Grade 1 Speech Choirs          

1.      Mrs. Doerksen’s Class 

2.      Mrs. MacPhee’s Class 

3.      Ms. Taylor’s Class 

4.      Ms. Evecsyn’s Class 

10:15am Grade 2 and 3 Speech Choirs 

1.      Mrs. Funk’s Class 

2.      Mrs. Pollock’s Class 

10:45am Grade 5 Speech Choirs 

1. Mr. Joye & Mrs. Tomoniko’s Classes 

2. Mrs. Boyle & Ms. Mabon’s Classes 
 

 

 

ARE YOU A FRIEND OF THE FESTIVAL?  

Remember that with a $25 donation you can become a friend of the festival (free 
admission, free program, tax receipt, and knowing that you are helping give an audience 
to performers in Neepawa and area).  
 
Stop by Arts Forward or mail a cheque (made out to NDFAF) to Box 547, Neepawa MB, 
R0J 1H0. (**Be sure to include your address so a tax receipt can be issued.) 

  

 

  



 

 

 

Parent Council 

At our March meeting, Parent council discussed the Spring Fling coming 

up April 26th 7-8:30. Water jugs will be provided, however we are 

encouraging kids to bring their own water bottles with their names on 

them. We would like to be environmentally friendly! 

Teachers at HMK brought proposals forward for ways they could use 

fundraising money to benefit students. Parent council voted to give money 

towards the camp trip, iPads for the EAL/Resource program, Egg hatching 

equipment for kindergarten, Butterfly kits and cages for grade 1, and a 

multi-use vault for the gym. Thank you HMK staff for coming up with great 

ways to benefit students. 

Our next Parent Council meeting is on May 21st in the HMK staff room at 

7:00 pm. At this meeting we will be deciding on what to do for fundraising 

next year. 

Just a reminder that coffee and very fun babysitters with the babysitting 

course are provided. 

 
 
THANKS TO: 
 

Classroom Volunteers: Lisa Martin and Gail Wutke.  
 

Neepawa Shop Easy for donating all of the wieners and buns for our last hot dog 
day of the year!  Proceeds from our BBQ hot dog sale alone are just over $700!  
Thanks also to Blake and Kelly Roe for coming over to BBQ the hot dogs for us! 
 
March Hot Dog Volunteers:  Wes Wohlgemuth and Carla Van Den Bussche. 
 

Parents Who Came to Tie Skates and Supervise for Noon Skating  
It was another successful year of noon skating!  The help provided by parents during 
noon skating was greatly appreciated.  Without extra adults there to help get the kids 
skates tied, it would hardly be worthwhile running the program over the lunch hour!  
Thanks again for helping give kids the opportunity to get out on the ice, many of 
whom are learning to skate for the first time! 
 

Chris Turner, Mike Speiss, and the entire Yellowhead Staff for accommodating 
our noon skating program and looking after us while we are at the rink! 
 



 

 

Public Service 
 

Royal Manitoba Winter Fair 
The Provincial Exhibition is pleased to announce 
that, thanks to the support of generous sponsors, we 
will again be offering free tickets to children aged 6-
12 for our Royal Manitoba Winter Fair (to be held 
March 25-30, 2019). Today’s children are 
tomorrow’s future and the Provincial Exhibition 
strongly believes in the importance of providing 
them with family entertainment and agricultural 
education opportunities. 
 
A digital copy of the free children’s ticket for the 
Royal Manitoba Winter Fair can be downloaded at 
www.provincialexhibition.com/free-child-ticket-
download/. Teachers, parents, guardians, and other 
individuals are welcome to print and photocopy as 
many copies of this ticket as they like. Additional 
information about ticket pricing can be found here: 
http://www.provincialexhibition.com/rmwf/tickets/. 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Students:  Return this slip by Friday, April 5th to be eligible for newsletter draws. 
 
_______________________________  ______________________________ 
Student      Parent 


