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Newsletter #7  
 
Dear Parents          February 28th, 2019 
 
With the continuation of the colder weather, we are all wondering if the end will soon be in sight??  Please 
continue to make sure that children are well dressed to be outside, as there have been several recesses this 
month with windchills in the upper 20’s that we have been outside.  When children are properly dressed, 
they will be relatively comfortable for the short amount of time we are actually outside.  If, on the other 
hand, a child has clothing that is not warm enough, they will not be very comfortable playing outside when 
they have the chance.  We know that from time to time outdoor clothing items can be misplaced – please 
continue to check our lost and found, as many items do end up there!  If your child is missing something, 
please be sure to let his or her classroom teacher know so they can help find something that can be used as a 
replacement until the lost item is either found or replaced. 
 
For those of you who drop off your child in the morning, or pick them up after school, you know how 
busy the traffic flow can be around the school on 2nd Ave.  Sometimes people think that 3rd Ave might be a 
better option for pick up and drop off, but we would discourage this during bus times, as 3rd Ave is a 
designated bus route, and thus has priority over private vehicles.  Before 8:35 am, and after 3:35 pm are OK 
for drop off and pick up, but between 8:35 and 8:55, as well as between 3:15 and 3:35, vehicles should avoid 
3rd Ave as busses are actively unloading or loading children.  Not only is this a huge safety concern, it could 
also lead to a large fine if you happen to go past a bus in either direction when the red lights are flashing 
and the stop sign is out.  Another practice that we have noticed and would like to discourage is when cars sit 
in front of the school on 2nd Ave in the morning waiting for the 8:45 bell to ring before letting children 
out to come into the school.  Although we understand wanting to keep children warm during the cold 
temperatures, we would rather see people arrive at 8:45 when the bell rings, or just after, if you are not 
wanting your child to play outside before school.  This would help to alleviate the traffic issues in the 
morning, as cars that are waiting take up spots that others need to unload their children.  Ideally in the 
morning, people would pull in, have the children get out right away, then drive off, so the next vehicle can 
do the same thing.  This would be the best way to keep traffic congestion to a minimum, which will lead to 
the safest possible situation for our children.  We would like to thank you in advance for you help in 
alleviating the parking and bus issues around the school!! 
 
We would like to remind parents that in our library there is a parent section.  If you are ever looking for 
parenting ideas, information on various childhood conditions, or educational support, this might be a great 
place to start.  Mrs. Kuharski is our librarian and would be happy to help any parent who is looking for a 
particular topic.  Books can be signed out under your child’s name, so you can take it home to read 
through at your leisure.  The parent section of the library also includes some video titles, if that is more to 
your liking.  We hope that this is something that may be of help to you, as we all know that parenting is 
one of the toughest jobs out there! 
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IMPORTANT DATES  
Wednesdays Noon skating for Kindergarten-Gr 1 and Gr 4-5 (March 13th last day) 
Thursdays Noon skating for Kindergarten; Grade 2-3 (March 14th last day) 
Friday, March 1st  NO CLASSES - PD/admin 
Thursday, March 7th  MTYP performance of “Torn Through Time”  
Friday, March 8th  Last Hot Dog day of the year  
Tuesday, March 12th  Grade 5 Science Fair 

Report cards sent home  
March 13th & 14th   Last days for noon skating 

Parent teacher conferences 4:00 – 6:00  
Friday, March 15th  NO CLASSES - Administration Day 
Tuesday, March 19th  PTE: Munschtopia at 9:10 am  

Parent Council Meeting at 7:00 pm in HMK staff room 
Friday, March 22nd  Last day before Spring Break 
Monday, April 1st  School starts after Spring Break (Day 1) 
Friday, April 19th  NO SCHOOL – Good Friday 
Wednesday, April 24th  Secretary’s Day 
Friday, April 26th  Spring Fling at the Yellowhead Hall 
Thursday, May 2nd  Incoming Kindergarten Parent Meeting 7:00 pm  
May 15th and 16th  Grade 5 Operetta at Roxy Theatre  
Monday, May 20th  NO SCHOOL – Victoria Day 

 
Our last hot dog day on March 8th will be compliments of Neepawa Shop Easy – they are donating 
everything – wieners, buns, condiments, napkins – so all proceeds can go towards field trips!  They are 
also BBQing the wieners for us! 

 THANK YOU NEEPAWA SHOP EASY!! 
 
Festival du Voyageur 
On February 21st grade fives headed off to Festival du 
Voyageur.  At the Festival, students were able to participate in a variety of fun activities to 
learn more about French Canadian history in Canada.  At Maple Forest, students learned 
how maple syrup was tapped from the trees and then they rolled their own taffy on snow 
to make a maple syrup lollipop!  Some groups were able to see real sled dogs and also go 
on an old fashioned wagon ride through the forest by the river.  Other groups learned 

Voyageur dances and danced to French Canadian fiddle music.  In free time, 
students explored the park.  They visited the amazing ice sculptures, zipped 
down the ice luge and tried their strength at tug o’ war.  The day was filled with 
lots of fun and learning!   
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Green Thumbs!/100 Day 
Mrs. MacPhee/Mrs. Kerkowich's 
grade one class has green 
thumbs!  From seeds planted in 
November and January we have 
now been able to start harvesting.  One 
stormy day in January we made salad dressing 
and then enjoyed our garden-fresh lettuce, 
swiss chard and nasturium leaves.  In February 
we added beans to our harvest.  Next week our 
cucumbers should be ready to enjoy, and in a 
few weeks our tomatoes should begin 
ripening.   It is fun to grow a garden inside when it is so cold outside!  
 
Day 100 is a big day in Grade one.  We celebrated on February 13th with 
counting and displaying different ways to show the number.  Mrs. Kerkowich 
had her 95-year-old grandmother come to talk to the class about what it was 
like to be almost 100 years old! 

     
ATV/Snowmobile Safety Presentation 
On Friday, Feb 8th we were pleased to welcome Manitoba 
Safety Services, who gave presentations to our grade 4 and 5 
students on ATV and snowmobile safety.  There is a lot to 
learn about snowmobile and ATV safety, and our grade 4 and 
5 students learned about safety equipment, safe riding 
practices, and also some of the laws that pertain to both ATV’s 
and snowmobiles.  We would like to thank Manitoba Safety 
Services for continuing to offer safety presentations – at no 
charge to the school – on relevant topics such as this! 

 
Kindergarten Registration for the 2019-20 School Year 
We have had many families already register their child for kindergarten in the fall.  If you have not yet 
done this, please come to the school office. Kindergarten this fall is for students born in 2014.  When 
coming to register your child for kindergarten, please bring his or her birth certificate, as well as any 
immigration documents that you have. 
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Grade 5 After School 
Basketball 
Our grade 5 students had the 
opportunity to participate in a 
voluntary after school basketball 
program which was run by Mrs. Douglas and Mr. Freeman.  
The kids had lots of fun, and also had the opportunity to 
continue to develop their basketball skills.  Thank you to 
Mrs. Douglas and Mr. Freeman for volunteering their time 
for the grade 5 students! 

   
“I Love to Read” at HMK 
Throughout the month of February, the HMK “I Love to Read” committee had various 
events organized to promote and make reading fun.  There was an opening assembly, 
S’more Reading times, the “Book Worm”, a contest to match some staff with their 
favorite children’s book, wear pink or red day, the Cub Camp Out in the gym, guest 
readers, and a closing assembly.  It was a great month of promoting reading!  We would 
like to thank the committee for organizing all of these fabulous reading activities and 
events!  
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THANKS TO: 
 
HMK Parent Council for the wonderful treats during Staff Appreciation Month, as well as the 
delicious chili/buns and soup/biscuit lunches!!  It was greatly appreciated by the entire staff!! 

Classroom/Library Volunteers: Lisa Martin and Gail Wutke 

February Hot Dog Volunteers: Noel Tuquero, Heidi Wohlgemuth, Jodi Terin, Amanda 
LeBoutillier, Dave Dyck, and Rae-Lynn Parliament. 

All of the noon skating helpers who have come out over the year!  It is wonderful that we get so 
much support from parents and relatives in making the noon skating program a success.  Please note that 
March 13th and 14th are the last days for noon skating this year.  We hope to have a great turnout for the 
last few days of noon skating! 

  

 

Parent Council 

Parent Council held our annual Staff Appreciation every Tuesday in the 

month of February. 

Parents brought in lots of treats, a soup and biscuit lunch, and a chili lunch. 

We would like to thank the entire staff of HMK for all their hard work 

throughout the year!!!! 

We would also like to thank all of the parents who brought in food throughout 

the month. 

Parent Council will take requests for allocation of fundraiser money to benefit 

students at the school next Parent Council meeting. Please bring your 

proposals to the next parent council meeting or give to Mr. Hanke, Mr. 

Freeman or one of the parent council executive. 

Our next meeting is on March 19th at 7:00pm in the HMK staff room – we 

would love to have you join us!   

Coffee and free babysitting are provided. 

Our meetings are very relaxed, enjoyable, and are open to everyone. 
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PUBLIC SERVICE 
 

Roxy Theatre Movies  
March 1-3: Lego Movie 2, with a 3D show on March 2 
March 8-10: How to Train Your Dragon 3, with a 3D show on March 9 
March 15-17: Stan & Ollie 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Neepawa Figure Skating Club invites you to  
attend the: 

2019 Skate Canada Manitoba Crocus Invitational 

Synchronized skating competition 
 

On Saturday March 16th, 2019 

From 9:30am-4:30pm 

 
Join us at the Yellowhead Arena to watch 290 skaters on 27 teams 

 from across Manitoba skate their synchro routines for score, remarks, provincial titles, 
and whole lot of fun! 

 
Admission at the door is: 

Adult $5 
Children $3 

5 & under Free 
 

***There will be lots of great prizes to be won at the Silent Action*** 
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Girls Basketball 
Calling out to all GIRLS from Neepawa and surrounding areas that are grade 3 – 4 
and interested in participating in an introduction to basketball! This one hour clinic 
will introduce players to the fundamentals of basketball in a fun and exciting manner. 
The clinic will be on Thursday, March 7th from 4:00 - 5:00 pm at HMK.  This is a 
FREE CLINIC!! All you need to bring is some indoor shoes, a water bottle and an 
interest in learning the game of basketball. Hope to see you out. 
 
Calling out to all GIRLS from Neepawa and surrounding areas that are grade 5-6 and 
interested in participating in an introduction to basketball! This clinic will introduce 
players to the fundamentals of basketball in a fun and exciting manner. The clinic 
will be on Tuesday, March 12th from 3:45 – 5:00 pm at HMK.  This is a FREE 
CLINIC!! All you need to bring is some indoor shoes, a water bottle and an interest 
in learning the game of basketball. Hope to see you out. 
 
          Mr. Koshel 

           
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Students:  Return this slip by Friday, March 8th to be eligible for newsletter draws. 
 
 
________________________________ ____________________________________ 
Student      Parent 


